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Newsletter of the Friends of the Dyken Pond Center 

Dyken Pond-erings 

(some of us would prefer to stay in the 
woods). We still have to raise at least 
$14,000 more to be able to pay off our 
loan and meet our expenses. 

Please join us to celebrate the purchase 
of the Otter Cove parcel on Saturday, 
September 12th. We will have an open 
house from 2pm-5pm.  There will be 
walks on the new parcel as well as boat 
tours and children activities. The ca-
noes and kayaks will be available free 
of charge.  We wish to share cake and 
ice cream to celebrate this accomplish-
ment!  See you there. 

WE THANK: 

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation for 
an interest free loan in the amount of 
$92,000. 

The William Gundry Broughton Chari-
table Private Foundation, Inc. for a 
grant of $10,000.  

A donor that wishes to remain anony-
mous for donations totaling $10,000. 

We thank in advance the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation.  

We thank Lisa Hoyt, the director of the 
Dyken Pond Center, and our board 
members who have worked tirelessly 
on fundraising, grant writing, negotiat-
ing contracts, and attending meetings 
to make this happen. 

We also thank our supporters 
who have made all the differ-
ence. Each and every contribu-
tion is greatly appreciated! 

 WE DID IT! After a long year of 
waiting the Friends of Dyken Pond has 
acquired the beautiful 23 acre parcel of 
land on the west side of Otter Cove. The 
closing took place on June 9, 2009. This 
land is surrounded on three sides by the 
existing land of the Dyken Pond Center 
and on the fourth side by 1100 feet of 
shoreline on Dyken Pond.  This land is 
directly adjacent to the canoe launch 
near Cabin One and is directly behind 
the amphitheatre.  

Thank you to all of our supporters. To 
date, we have raised $44,000, with 
$20,000 coming from foundations and 
an amazing $24,000 coming from the 
donations of individual supporters, in-
cluding small businesses. And in the 
category of more recent good news, at 
the end of May we were awarded a 
matching grant of up to $50,000 from 
the New York State Office of Parks, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation.  (The 
actual amount that we will receive will 
be half of the full appraised value of the 
parcel.) All together, that’s up to 
$94,000 received or awarded. 

Our total project cost including the cost 
of the land, closing costs, fundraising 
expenses, and attorney and appraisal 
fees is about $108,000. In order to pur-
chase the property now before raising 
the total amount needed, we were  
granted a very generous one-year, inter-
est-free loan from the Norcross Wildlife 
Foundation. Several of our board mem-
bers loaned the Friends their own 
money as security against the loan. The 
Friends must pay Norcross back by 
June 30, 2010.  

So we are not out of the woods just yet 
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Board of Directors 



OTTER COVE DONORS 
$2000 and over 
William Gundry Broughton Charitable 
Private Foundation, Inc  
Anonymous   
Merideth Mueller   
  
$1000 and over 
Atsushi & Rachel Akera  
Kevin  Munn   
Woodland Hill Montessori School  
Ken James  
Elsa & Bill Boyce  
Sand Lake Garden Club 
Hemlock Valley Way  
 
$500 and over 
Stanley & June Hmielenski  
Carl & Hilda Fryer  
Bonnie Frank  
Brian & Joy Pratt  
Maynard Krug  
Nick Conrad & Family  
Lawrence & Brooke Moore  
Jim & Jill Bonesteel 
Alyla French  
Memory of James & Tomi Larson 
Andrew Maguire 
Jack & Mary Jo Cline  
 
Under $500 
Steve Comer 
Barb Treiber 
Stephen & Carol Payne  
Mr. & Mrs. Chester  Opalka  
Susan Happ  
Douglas Swank  
Roger & Judy Armstrong  
David & Marilyn Chichester  
Wiley Brothers  
Gene Lindman & Janet Null  
Sandra & Kevin Billert  
Frederick & Pauline Kamen Miller  
Patti Larson Stateler  
Michael Morrow  
Emilie Gould  
Nancy & Joe Baniak  
Mark Stein & Cheryl Geisler  
James & Karen Boswell  
Adele Smith  
Mark Granfors & Laura Conner  
Kevin Hynes  
Paul Wehren  
Fred & Willa Mekeel  
Claire Mazzarella  
John & Amy Steele  
Phil, Eve & Emily Redington  
Robert & Linda Peterson  
Pat Mulligan  

Rev. Ralph Edwards  
Edward Miller  
Frederick & Margaret Tubbs  
Don & Jerie Peabody  
Robert Krug  
Doree Cox  
Robert Valenti & L Schleiger  
Kathy & Mike Keenan  
Dominick Bates  
Robert Hydorn  
Darrell & Yvonne Welch  
Tom Meehan 
Merritt Cropsey  
Ron Kaczor & Bonnie Maxon  
Francille Egbert  
Mary & Dan Ackerson  
Kim & Ed Maxon  
Jean Campbell  
Joanne & Larry Herzog  
Jim Wysocki  
Daniel O’Malley  
James & Dorothy Murray  
Dolores & Robert Kwolek  
David Hudda  
Ian & Susan Bubb  
Fred Alm & Sharon Bedford  
Michael & Michelle Doyle  
Rudolf & Margrit Schlegel  
Stan Kochan  
Leanna & Keith Sweet  
Susan Roberts  
Catherine Persoon & Jason Cass  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jones  
Vicky Abras & Corbin Allardice  
Lois, Leigh, Kelsey Jensen  
Kim Treiber & Steve Beaudry  
Paul Tazbir  
Mr. Louis D. Schroeter III  
Dr. Ajit Kaur Khanuja  
Betsy Remington  
Charles Fink  
Angela Denio  
William Dahl  
Phyllis & Doug Fox  
Mike & Marietta Pasanen  
Verizon Foundation   
Jim Schlemmer  
Christine D'Agostino  
Shirley Goodwin  
Janice Bell  
Julia Needham  
 Susan Jewell  
Karen Fulcher-Scholz  
Patricia Hayes  
Leslie Carroll  
Ernie & Bev Benoit  
Audra Bentley  
Becky Thayer  

Mary & Ross French  
Alex Brooks & Eastwick Press  
Christine D'Agostino  
Daniel Yacobellis  
Suzanne Hermann  
Jim Ryan & Family  
Richard Lynch  
Alan & Kim Finn  
Dr. Kevin Barron  
Laura Ryder & Corey Bufi  
Anne Comiskey  
Olive Bonesteel  
Ken Vanderhoef  
Philip & Eve Redington 
Bill & Ellen Gibbs  
Ronald Zakrzewski  
June Howe  
Ken Hunter  
Deanna Hagadone  
Matthew & Elizabeth Pendergast  
Sally & Ben Lauletta  
Linda Purcell Rinella  
Dr. Robert Williams  
Maureen Gallagher & Robert Loveday 
Craig Wocher  
Larry & Joanne Herzog  
John & Jane Husson  
Stewart & Linda Allen  
Mr & Mrs Al Unright  
Sheila Rorke  
Bob Marriott  
Ruth Van Brocklen  
Rudolf Schlegel  
Jean Stephens  
Anita McKay  
John Patricia Mulligan 
Edmund McCann  
Charles & Katherine Town 
 

One tree does not make a 
forest.  But together they 
can!  All donors added to 
our collective effort to 
purchase the Ot-
ter Cove parcel.  
Every donation 
was appreciated 
and needed to 
achieve our goal.    
 

THANKS!  
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Come Celebrate the Otter Cove Purchase 
 When: Saturday, September 12, 2009 

Where:  Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center 

Time:  2 p.m.—5 p.m. 

 In appreciation of all our members and the generous do-
nations towards the protection and purchase of the Otter 
Cove land parcel, the Friends of the Dyken Pond Center 
wish to invite you to the Center for a tour of this great 
habitat and a celebration of this accomplishment! 

 Join us for a few words, cake and ice cream, and tours of 
the Otter Cove land.   Our kayaks and canoes will also be 
available for anyone who wishes to explore Otter Cove by 
boat. 

 We hope you can join us as we recognize the stewardship 
of those who made this act of preservation possible. 

 We look forward to thanking you in person.  Together we 
have made this purchase possible and are truly making a 
difference at the Center. 

 Sincerely, 

 The Board of the Friends of the Dyken Pond Center  
 

Call the Center at 518-658-2055 if you have questions. 



I was on my way to meet Lisa Hoyt and Rachel Re-
imann to help out with an after-school program at 
Grafton Elementary School.  As I barreled up the Rt. 
2 hill out of Petersburgh, I spied a fatigued woman 
walking along, and asked her if she needed a lift.  
Her daughter forgot to pick her up, and she had been 
on-foot for some time.  As we made small talk along 
the way, she told me of how it was so rare for her to 
walk anywhere nowadays, so accustomed was she to 
driving.  “What’s amazing,” she said, “is all the 
things you notice when you walk the road because 
you move so slowly.  “What is it that you saw?” I in-
quired.  She said, “You would not believe the amount 
of litter on the roadsides, but you never see it at 50 
mph.” 

A couple days later at the Center, Lisa asked if I 
would take a quick run through the Dustin Swamp 
trail, and clear some branches out of the way.  I had 
been on that path with another youth group just a 
few days prior, and they sped down the trail con-
vinced that the destination was more important than 
the journey.  But this day my knee was bothering me, 
and I had no choice but to go slow.  As the woman’s 
comment came back to visit me, I decided to try 
something different.  I would, with intention, walk 
this trail as slowly and as quietly as I possibly could.  
I wanted to investigate the impact of trail speed on 
the outdoor experience. 

I began taking ten slow gentle steps then pausing.  
The first thing I noticed was that I never looked di-
rectly up or straight down.  Also, my eyes would de-
fault to scanning 20-50 feet away.  It really was an 
effort to forcibly restrict my viewing radius to about 
10 feet, but with each pause, entire new vistas came 
into focus.  So many different shades of moss began 

A Long Hard Walk  

by John Deignan 
to appear.  I began to see trout lily and other as-
sorted vegetation poking themselves out of the 
leaves like periscopes.  Every ten steps there was 
something new.   

Like finding the perfect side-alley café in Paris, the 
colors, textures and scents disclosed themselves only 
when I quit walking like some tourist obsessed with 
“seeing” every attraction highlighted in the city’s 
vacation brochure.  Mind you, I’m not begrudging 
anyone who enjoys an aerobic trail workout with 
their dog.  That’s one of my favorite pastimes. But as 
my energetic canine “walks me” on the leash through 
the woods, it is largely about the two of us, not about 
the forest and me. 

 How many times have I gone to Dyken Pond and 
muttered to myself, “I’ve already walked Witch Hob-
ble, or the Long Trail.  I want something new.”  My 
first inkling that such sentiment was off-kilter came 
at Dan Yacobellis’ tracking workshop a few months 
ago.  I asked him at the outset, “How much ground 
will we get to cover today?”  Clearly, my question 
was rooted in a sort of consumer-materialist mind-
set, where I somehow equated “amount of ground 
covered” with “degree of nature experienced.”  As he 
smiled and cocked his head slightly, he gently re-
minded me that there was more sign (and subse-
quent story) within a 200 yard radius of where we 
stood than I could possibly imagine, and it began to 
dawn on me that the ramifications of taking the 
quantity over quality “buffet approach” have corol-
laries well beyond my dining experiences. 

If you truly want to see what’s living at Dyken Pond, 
quit flying down the trail with a purpose.  Try it 
sometime, but know in advance that it can be re-
markably challenging.  You may likely find yourself 
accelerating your pace without even noticing it.  I 
turn it into a game, where I refuse to advance until I 
spy some truly unique aspect of the forest I hadn’t 
yet observed.  You may be surprised how much you 
find, and if you’re lucky, you’ll lose track of time in 
the process. 

 

 

Next time you take a walk at the 
Center try improving your obser-
vation skills and enjoyment level 
by walking more slowly! 
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FRIENDS FUNDRAISERS IN 2009 
Flyers and dates will follow in the mail, newsletters or by email. 

This year we will be holding many fundraisers as we continue to raise money for the Otter 
Cover Appeal and support for the environmental center.  The board welcomes all Friends to join us 
in our efforts.  Call any board member or the Center to participate.   

Recap of recent fundraisers: 

 Benefit Concert: Our benefit concert was held on June 27th at Northern Lights and sev-
eral bands donated their time and energy.  We raised approximately $770 which will go to the 
Otter Cove appeal. Thanks to Greg and Alyla for making this happen.  There may be another 
concert this year so watch you mail! 

 Great Escape Discount Tickets:  This Spring we sold advanced day tickets the Great Es-
cape which turned out to be a “win-win” for us and the purchasers!  People got a great dis-
count on a day pass and we got money for each sale.  We raised $500.   

T-Shirt Sale:  We sold Earth Day shirts in April and may great selections of shirts from the 
Earth, Sun, Moon series in June.  Sales were down from last year  and after printing the fly-
ers we broke even. 

Capture the Flag:  We have held 3 events at the Center and raised $500.  If you missed it 
you really missed out on the fun! 

Upcoming fundraisers: 

 Recycle Ink jet cartridges:  This on-going collection of ink jet cartridges and used elec-
tronics will be a way to help the Friends and the environment.  Ask your co-workers, friends 
and relatives to bring them to you.  Then bring them to the Center next time you visit.  Call 
or visit our website for more details. 

    Bird Seed Sale: Now in its 19th year, we will offer a fall sale again this year.  Enjoy 
your hobby of bird watching and support the Friends.  

  Holiday Wreaths:  Plan for your holiday decorating and pre-order balsam wreaths from 
the Friends.  Place your order in November for pick-up in the beginning of December.   

Please call us with your suggestions! 

Upcoming Workshop: 

Lake Ecology Workshop At Dyken Pond Center With David Hunt 
 

Want to get more than your feet wet?  Spend a day studying lake ecology as a scientist. 
The workshop will be held August 22 from 9 am to 4pm at Dyken Pond Center and will 
focus on Dyken Pond as an ecological community, with a strong emphasis on its plants 
and animals, including some rare species in Rensselaer County.  Dr. David Hunt is a 
professional ecologist and botanist with extensive experience in aquatic communities 
and intimate knowledge of the ecology of the Rensselaer Plateau. 
 
Bring a lunch, footwear that you don’t mind getting wet, and, if you have them, a mask and snorkel.  The fee 
for the session is $25 for the day, $20 for members.  Please call the Center at 658-2055, or email  
dykenpond@fairpoint.net as pre-registration is required for this event.   



Friends of the Dyken Pond Center, Ltd. 

475 Dyken Pond Rd. 

Cropseyville, NY 12052 

E-mail: dykenpond@fairpoint.net 

         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past issues of our newsletter can be found on our web site at: 
www.dykenpond.org 

 
Thank you to Marshall & Sterling Insurance for printing this newsletter.  

For insurance quotes call 384-1100 

We’re on the web! 

www.dykenpond.org 

Please share your email address! 

To save on printing and postage costs 
please send Barb Treiber your email  
address so she can update your mem-
bership information. 

btreiber@nycap.rr.com 

This newsletter is being sent by email 
& mail.  We can save more money by 

having your email address! 

COME  

CELEBRATE 

SEPTEMBER 12th 

See page 3 


